
SENATE FI$fl A.AD OAME

EXH}BIT IIO.

Representative . r1a.';'e"'iS"iii
I am writing to you to ask you to support bill #336 regarding new regulation for the

w'cunded game which comes before the committee tomomow aftemoon. I had the privilege to testify before the
Senate fish and garne committee as asked to do so by Senator Balyeat who is the sponsor of the bill. I regret that I
v'ili not be able testify before the House committee tomorrow due to work obligations as aii employee with the

l " :artmeiit of Homeianci Secr:iity. The following is atvrilj,.,ncop;r of my tes'rimor.:y befole the senatr: comrnittee. I
t,, nk you ibr your time in this matter and hope that ycu wijl suppi;.t this bili.

As a brief description of my hunting resume: I have hunted fo:: i.iiifteen years and have taken numerorrs big game

arrimals with bow, riffe, shotgun, an<l wuzzleloader" I have liuntr:d in a variety of states and feei priviieged to be

able to live and hunt iir Montana . I ]:,u',ie never guided fi:" an outiii:i;r, but I have guided friends and f'amily to
harvest anirnals, also taken with bow, muzzleloader, and ritie. I have seen dozens upon dozens of recc'veries on
animals over the years as well as some that were never recovered due to lack of suffrcient sign and despite all our
best efforts these animals r.vent to waste.

Unfortunately that is a scenario that will inevitably happen to every hunter if they hunt long enough, even to the
most accompiished individuals. No matter how much practice and preparation a person puts in, branches,
wind, animals taking a step at the time of the shot, and the angle the animal is standing, all play apart in causing an

animal to become wounded and sometimes impossible for the hunter to find. There are also many instances some
that I have even experienced myself where the shot on the animal was perfect, but do to the way that the projectile
entered at the time of impact, there was barely any visible sign to follow, and hardly enough to find the downed
animal. A great deal of these situations could have had a happy ending with the use of a leashed tracking dog to aid
with the recovery.

In Montana, hunting is a favored tradition as well as a way for some to make a living. al qlgryg1{ggl
cerygly?tleq_i! r|9gffespolltbtlit_ry4j"lylg_91lqglll:[gs _[Ul9_€ame ss pp_s-$ble is wasted. Many of these

sillet@te pliyed ol't uv the tru"t.r woun@lg&-a"*iq.?L ;g{glline rot iJ u!4r-"h.ACllg@.g1lgyilg
to hunt and eventuatly litlgg ?lg.1bg:,gpjlqal" In this case tyg g{rglelg"eghillgd and*one-is eone_coaplefqtyjg
wastafaii;ctuatittso#offdd; getio Lnioy the wounO.a itii-"i. rfreiovotes, crows, raccoons, ina *olu.s.
In this part of the country there are many times when an animal is wounded, and left for a few hours until it
expires, and by the time the hunter finds the deer or elk, all he has is the leftovers from the coyotes or the wolves.
The point I make, is that dogs do recover wounded game, just not the right ones. Would it not be a better solution
to allow leashed dogs that are trained, to follow the trail and find the animal before it goes to waste?

Based on my experience as well as research I have conducted, I know that there are many situations of this
nature that could be avoided if the use of leashed blood trailing dogs were allowed in the state of Montana. After
seeing the advantage and avoidance of wasted game, c!_o_q9_,1g-_t-y/eg1y. ollpl*lggllllgggnlJ_gtrs!gyg.4qree{L&1f
1q.ilgelJ9yfu:hrugySt"l gltl"r!.d tryj!ry dggrp"ddl!S_er999"a.y 

"jg"qp". 
I bm6t n; means saying

that Montana needs to be "like otheist-ates", but that this activity is being utilized throughout the country with
excellent results, and to my knowledge very little problems.

Author John Jeanenney has written an extensive book called " Blood Trailing Dogs for Wounded Deer" which
deals with every aspect of using a dog to blood trail wounded game. Mr. Jeanenney is a retired history professor
who has used dogs to blood trail over 800 wounded deer, and was the first to introduce legislation in the U.S. for
the use of leashed dogs to recover wounded game. He has been doing this activity for over 30 years and in his book
he shows some of the history behind the use of dogs to blood trail, including its origination in Europe where it has

been practiced for literally hundreds of years. Through his influence there have been chapters set up in some states,

where there are dedicated dog handlers who are on an on-call basis to help hunters retrieve deer that they have not
been able to locate themselves. (Incidentally having talked to Mr. Jeanenney personally as well as he addresses in
this his book, he believes based on his experience, that using a 30-50 foot leash is optimum even if not required,
for many reasons, one of which is that the handler can better help the dog and gives the two of them a better
connection. The concem of the dog getting tangled is almost never a problem as the leash will snake its way
through the undergrowth, which is also why a longer leash is better.) The point that I am trying to make is that the

use of dogs to locate wounded game is not an obscure and isolated activity, but an activity that has been put to

practical application by many individuals who have been able to introduce similar legislation in their own states,

some of which are not as prone to hunting as Montana is. * /{,Q



At this point I would like to say that dogs are used for many purposes in our society. They are used for serious

affairs such as in law enforcement to detect drugs, bombs, and narcotics, as well as search and rescue dogs to
locate stranded victims in the wilderness or possibly an avalanche. As hunters we-gggylolly_us.e*qggt3lgtg ?_?q

ie_149r9.-g:glg:_gggl-.-sig$ lpleln{_Uj_t4::lrylr ur pheasants, quail, 9lgl9g!9: Even in these types of huntins, without
the ai'Jof-tne?of, iin&ng; dot;;d 6irdTn-iiiE dente urideig"trwrf ait;iiie grass is sometimes next to
iinpossible. V/ould it not also be reasonabie to alio.,rr LEASI-IED dogs to search and locate lvounded big game,

es;peoialiy in this state where the conservation of big game is of utmost concern.
I wor.1d like to briefly address some concerns tiiat my arise from this legislation. Some may be wonied that

trecking dogs may run the deer or harass general vriidlife. lv{y frrst tesponse to this is not a coyote or wolf much
nicre of a harassment then one tracking dog? Also with this legislation the dog wouid be on a leash so it would be

difficult for it to have the opportunity to run off and cause problems, as weii as a trained dog knows to ignore all
other scents and distractions and stay focused on the trail of the wounded animal. I also find it ironic that the
concern of bird dogs running amuck and spooking game is never a concern, even though they are not on a leash as

would be the case with a trailing dog.
Some may say that deer and dogs don't mix, but in this situation the dogs are brought in after an animal has

been wounded to search and recover the game, and as I previously stated, if the dog has been trained well it knows
to stay on point and be focused on the task. Another factor is that an outfitter or guide has much to lose if the game
is spooked out of the area, but many outfitters and guides tlxoughout the U.S. employ the use of a trailing dog to
recover wounded game, and thereby prevent the waste of an animal.

Also of concern to some, is that some think that the having the dog as a back up may encourage hunters to take
long or unethical shots. From what I have seen the folks who take the time to buy a good dog, thoroughly train it,
and put in all the time and effort that goes with it, are usually the type of individuals who are ethical and
responsible therefore the very reason for getting the dog to begin with. As previously stated, some sta.tes where
blood trailing dogs have taken root, such as New York, there are organizations that have chapters with dedicated
dog handlers that are on an on-call basis, and find many deer for other hunters every year that would otherwise
never have been found. It is my opinion that if this legislation causes only 10 percent more animals per year to be
found, then it is well worth it. Another factor of the equation is that in some cases the hunter is never sure if the
animal just sustained a superficial, non-lethal hit, or died somewhere off in woods.( again an experience I myself
have had the displeasure of going through) With the use of a tracking dog, one can usually verify the lethality of
the hit and thereby determine if the animal is still alive or if it will be found. At the very least the hunters mind can
be put to rest as to the outcome one way or the other.
Some have expressed the concern that people may use dogs, if tracking at night, as an opportunity to poach. I

believe that individuals that are prone to violate the law by illegally poaching, don't need to use blood trailing dogs
as an opportunity to do so. I would also like to point out that it is already legal to track an animal at night anyway,
so if an individual is inclined to poach, the availability to do so at night is already there, as well as it would be
much more diffrcult to have a dog in tow while doing so.

The last issue is that some within Fish and Wildlife have stated that it i. ulr.udl]:g4lo_yj:gqejlglf:lAqpA
Montana. First, if tiiat is tne caG Em$proildoiiiEat rira[ei ine raw?irtinctr
s-econdly,Ihayqpers@ldliffi;ATd[e4trffi sffi -w@matry.q-
lq!-19:ggllgllggggg tg Eg.q !3t_ly*o_U+g_e{g1rye. So thce is obvi,ously no_t uniflo-rmity of opinion on this issue

"'itttin 
titpir qd . Eqgrge]oCnfaresd{19lngi:, gr.yg9tf,.,!nrn!ry 6eli-&GlliaTwh-en-th-e"taw*isbl-acdnb

*hit", it benefiGTom-tlie law enforcement officer as weif as th.EiizenrfiiihGie wTIIEe no !T6/ aredliid ii wiii-
----.T--*T-.----.ruff
nell&lgfl up to lntsrpretatlon by erther party.

When all is said and done, the maii-iEin!-fi-approving this bill, is that_qrore-animal+wi.11$e+e,soJQ=LelL ind_!g!L
will go to waste. With conservation in mind I put forth my ideas to you all and hope that I have presented my case

fHANKYOU,

in rna;n€iiTfiil]hows the value of approving this bill."

Justin Byers 248-379-4161

434.8th.Ave.SE

Cut Bank Mt 59427
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